[Better medicines for children: European measures].
The Paediatric Regulation has been in force in the EU since 1 July 2007. This has changed the procedure for obtaining marketing authorisation of medicines in Europe so that new medications can be adapted safely for use in children. Additional provisions have been made for the use of authorised and generic medications in children. Research is being stimulated through subsidies and the extension of exclusive distribution rights for manufacturers. Other initiatives are aimed at making existing data on the use of medications in children accessible. Many of these tasks are the responsibility of a special European paediatric committee, which also assesses proposals for research on medication use in children.